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Speaking Lesson
Level: Intermediate
Theme: Fairy Tales
Class GoalDevelop speaking skills

Warm-Up

When I was a child, I loved stoties.

My favorite stories had things like this in them.

Show collage of castle, witch, princess, rainbow]rimyest, pnmoern,
What do you see here?

What do you call these kinds of stories?

Write OFairy Taled on the board.

I f they |l ook confusedeée

What is a Fairy Tale?

Thatdéds right. A fairy tale is a story for

Today, we are going to talk about Fairy Tales.



Vocabulary

SHOW CUE WORD CCQ
In these pictutes, many impossible What 6s anoth
Same poster and beautiful things are happening. magical (adj) person that you think is
How do you describe these things? magical?

Picture of girl with

When you form a mental image of

This morning, what did you

thought bubble something that is not real yet, what To imagine imagine the weather would be
are you doing? like?
What kind of stories and art are made
Same poster by people who imagine magical fantasy What is a fantasy movie?
things?
3 pictures from | Th imal 1 t real.
pictures Tro coe animats of peopre ate fiot fea What are the names of some
magical creatures What is this category of beings A creature .
) magical creatures?
pile called? <
This man saved many people. What is A hero
firefighter . N hero.
cHshte a name for a very brave person? A heroine Ame a heto
This woman wants to hurt an
Maleficent innocent baby. What is a name for a A villain Name a villain.

very bad person?




Discussion Questions
Choose 2 or 3 questions to answer in pairs. For example, I will do #1:

Model:

1. If you had a magic power, what would it be? How would you use your magic power?

I want to fly, because I think it feels great and I could go very fast.
My partner wants to be super strong, so she can protect people.

Talk about a fairy tale that was made into a movie. Was it better than the original story? Why?
What kind of magical creature would you want as a friend?
What did you learn from fairy tales when you were a child?

What is the scariest fairy tale you know? Why is it scary?

AN

What are family relationships like in fairy tales?

Free Practice 1: Once Upon a Time

Now you will create On8tory together using these cards for ideas.

Person 1 picks a card from the deck and starts the story using the card.

Person 2 picks a card and continues the story using their card.

Then person 1 picks another card and adds it into the story, and they take turns.

For example, (drawcarl) chose the card oprincesso. So
beauti f ul princess, and she |ived Iin a cas
Then my partner draws the card (drawcard) Hor seo6, so he says, OThc¢
horse, and they went riding together ever)

Then I would draw another card to keep the story going.

At one minute l&ftu have one minute left. What is the ending to your story?

What was the favorite part of your story?



Free Practice 2: Create a character

In this activity, you are going to create a character for a fairy tale. Tell your partner their
(write on board)

Name

Type of Creature or Person
Personality

Appearance

Magic power

Job

Friends, Family, Pets

I I > I D D

For example, I imagine a white unicorn with rainbow mane and tail. She is very kind, and her name
I's Star. She can rfandghe c8nGumfupts the sky. Bldd jobds @ Prltdct S € €
the forest.

My partner imagines a different character.
Now tell your partner about your character.

Free Practice 3Tell your favorite fairy tale

Think of your favorite fairy tale.

Now tell the story to your partner: the beginning, middle, and end.

They will ask questions | i ke oOoOWhat happene
You will have 3 minutes to tell your story, and then you will switch.

My favorite fairy tale is called The White C&b I would tell my partner the beginning, middle and

end of my story and why | | ove 1I1. o0Once
a cateo

My partner asks, OWho made her a cat?0 anc

Then my partner will tell me their favorite fairy tale and I will ask questions.



Extension: Debate

Now we are going to have a debate.
I will put you into two groups.

WriteAre fairy tales good ot bad for children?
Can someone read this?

One group will talk about the GOOD things that children learn from fairy tales.
For example, I think children can learn to be brave like the heroes.

The other group will talk about the BAD things that children learn from fairy tales.
For example, I think children can learn to be mean like the villains.

Then you will share the reasons with me.
Assign groups

Wrap-Up

Are there fairy tales that happen in modern times, like in the city?

What is different?
What is the same?

Solicit Feedback
If there is any confusion, clarify.
Thank you for sharing.



Listening Lesson

Level: High Intermediate

Theme: Vandalism

Class GoalDevelop listening comprehension and speaking skills

Warm-Up

I was walking through the Boston Common Park when I saw paint and a broken bench.
Show big pictures of vandalism.
Have you seen this type of damage? Where?

Preview

There are many kinds of damage that people can do to a city. With a partner, discuss which of
these are the worst and put them in order.

ModelShow six pictures, and hold up statue and gazebo.
To me, this art being damaged makes me mad. But I do not care much about this structure. My
partner may disagree, but we have to decide together which is the worst.

Assign Partngrair people off, then give a pile of the six images.
Monitor.

Okay, | et 6dscidtdee what you de
Why is this one the worst?

Why is this one the least?

Ask a couple groups.



Vocabulary

METHOD /C UE WORD

COMPREHENSION
CHECK

Think of a mouse squeaking. Is it a low sound? | high-pitched
(No) What kind of sound is it? (adj)

What other animals make high-
pitched sounds? (Eagle, bats)

A man was arrested after breaking into a store.
He broke the windows and shelves. What is it
called when you des

property?

to vandalize

Why do people vandalize?

My friends were looking at a book, but they
would not let me see. Were they including me? | to exclude
(No) What were they doing to me?

How do you feel when you are
excluded?

A police officer walks the same route very

What are some areas of a city

night, back and forth around the same area of | to patrol that are patrolled? (The park,

town. What is he doing? downtown)

I have a small machine that does tasks for me. . Wh at kind of devices can you
a device think of? (laptop, camera,

What do you call a small machine?

blender)

Prediction

Show picturéodgéring

Here I have a picture of teenagers gathering outside a store.

What are these people doing?

What could be a problem with them being here for a long time?

The police put a device in a park to stop teenagers from staying in places where they could cause

trouble.
Wedre going to |isten

Ask Focus Question

t

0O a story

about

While you listen, look for the answer to this question.

Write on board.
Why did the city decide to not just use more police?
Ask volunteer to read question.

Play Text

Play audio recording.
Monitor.

Mei: teenage girl

Ryu: teenage boy

Ms. Houji: elderly ladi

Officer Masuda: older police officer

t



Met:
Ryu:

What a nice night to go for a walk in Kita Park!
This has been a fun date so fat! I enjoyed the movie.

(high pitched sound starts, soft)

Mei: What 0s -itdhed dound? i g h

Ryu: | dondt know.

(sound gets loud)

Ryu: |l tds so |l oud, it hurts my ears!

Ms. Houji: What 6 s wrong?

Met: This high-pitched sound!

Ms. Houji: What sound? sbundcandt hear any

Mei: Are you deaf? Ryu, | et 6s | eave

Ryu: Okay, wedll go to another park

(they leave)

Ms. Houji:  Good evening, Officer Masuda! Do you hear a high-pitched sound?

Masuda: No, but the sound is there for younger people. The city installed a device called The
Mosquito to keep the teenagers away. The device was used in Koto Park and worked
very well. Teenagers no longer damaged the park after the alarm was installed.

Ms. Houji:  What a great device! Why is it called the Mosquito?

Masuda: Because it makes an annoying buzzing sound in your ear, like a mosquito.

Ms. Houji:  How does it work?

Masuda: It makes a tone of 17 kilohertz that older people like us cannot hear. The ability to
hear high-pitched sounds goes away as people get older.

Ms. Houji: It is good to be old, sometimes!

Masuda: The young people caused seven thousand dollars of damage to the park last year.

Ms. Houji:  That is a lot of damage. What did they damage in the park?

Masuda: The teenagers vandalized the toilets and other facilities.

Ms. Houji: I noticed last week that the toilets had writing on them. Also, the benches were
broken. Did you fix them?

Masuda: Yes, the city repaired the damage. Now we need to keep the teenagers away. The
teenagers did not stop, even when we punished them.

Ms. Houji:  Are you worried about excluding all teenagers from the park- even the ones who do
not cause damager

Masuda: A little, but we decided it was worth it even if it was unfair.

Ms. Houji:  Why not just have more police officers patrol the park?

Masuda: The cost was too high. It requires 12 officers to patrol the whole park all night.

Ms. Houji: How much money did the city pay for the Mosquito?

Masuda: The Mosquito costs only 600 dollars.

Ms. Houji: It is worth the price! When is the Mosquito turned on?

Let

[
.



Masuda: We are testing it from 11pm to 4am each night.

Ms. Houji:  When is the test over?

Masuda: March 15th, 2010 is the last day.

Ms. Houji:  People in the city will be happy. They will feel safe.
Masuda: We hope so! I am going home for dinner. Enjoy your walk.
Ms. Houji: ~ Thank you, officer, I willl

Answer Focus Question

So, why did the city decide to not just use more police?
(It was too expensive.)



Controlled Practice 1 Short Answer Questions

Now, listen again for answers to these questions. Please use short answers.

Model

For example:
1. Why is the device called the Mosquito?

(It makes a buzzing sound in your ears)

Does everyone agree?
Hand out one per person
Monitor.

2. What happens to people as they get old?

Their ability to hear high-pitched sounds goes away

3. Where was the Mosquito used before?

Koto park

4. What did the teenagers damage?

Toilets, benches

5. Why did the police have to use the Mosquito device?
Puni shment didndt worKk

6. Can the teenagers that do not vandalize stay in the park? Why or why not?
No, because the sound would drive away all teenagers

7. How will people in the city feel after the device is installed?

Happy, safe



Controlled Practice 2 Multiple Choice Questions

Now, listen to the text again, looking for answers to these questions. Please circle the correct
answetr.

Model

For example:
7. How many kilohertz is the tone made by the Mosquito?

2) 15 b) 70
c) 17 d) 700

Does everyone agree?
Hand out one per pé&esiainem read over the questions first before playing track.
Monitor.

8. How much damage did the young people inflict last year?

2) $3000 b) $7000
o) $5000 d) $10,000

9. How much does the Mosquito cost?

a) $200 b) $400

c) $300 d) $600

10. During what hours does the trial run?

a) 8am-4pm b) 11pm-8am
¢) 1lam-4pm d) 11pm4am
11. When is the last day of the trial?

a) March 1%, 2010 b) March 15, 2020
¢) May 15™, 2010 d) June 15", 2010



Critical Thinking

I have another set of questions for you. Choose 2 or 3 to discuss with your partner, do not write
the answers down. These questions are related to the recording but the answers are NOT in it.
These are your opinions.

Model

For example, I would like to talk about question number 1.
It says:

1. Do you see vandalism in your town? How does it make you feel?

Il dondt mi tudh SgnfetBnts ft dart bt prettye r y
But my partner might disagree.

Hand out one per pair

Monitor.

Feedbackhat question did you choose to answer? What was your answer? Did anyone else answer
that question? Does everyone agree?

Why do young people vandalize?

How would you feel if you were a police officer that found teenagers vandalizing?
How long do you think the city needs to keep the Mosquito in the park?

Does the Mosquito violate human rights?

What does your town do to stop vandals? Is it effective?

L R

Many cities have programs where graffiti artists can paint walls that will not make the city ugly or increase gang
activity. What do you think about these projects?

8 minutes



Free Practice Pyramid Discussion

The Mosquito only keeps the teenagers out of the park, but a device could do so much more! With
your partner, draw a design or plan for a device that does three of the following anti-vandalism
tasks.

Model

For example, me and my partner think the best way to stop vandalism is to have a video camera
that records the crime and can look up the faces of the teenagers on a computer, and then send a
notice to their parents and the police! Be creative!

Recording the Crime
Sending People Away
Fines and Tickets
Arrest
Alert the Police
Trap
Erase Graffiti
Repair Broken Items
Contact Parents
Curfew

Stage 2:

Now share your idea with the group next to you. Can your ideas be put together to create a better
device?

FeedbadRhoose one volunteer to describe the device.



Wrap-Up

Does Boston have less vandalism than other major cities?

Solicit Feedback
If there is any confusion, clarify.
Thank you for sharing.

Extension

Here is some paper and some markers. Pretend you are a graffiti artist, and are doing a wall of your
partner 0s name .crib¥hovtlicy wanatlieit nAng fo look,ianld you wdll €rsw it.

For example, my partner wants his name in purple bubble letters.



Grammar Lesson

Level: High Beginner

Theme: Summers as a child

Class Goallearn simple past tense

Warm-Up

Show farm picture.

When I was a child, I spent my summers on a farm.

Did you go to a farm when you were a child?
Was it an animal or plant farm?

Vocabulary

METHOD /C UE

WORD

COMPREHENSION

CHECK

In this building, plants are grown.
What is this building called?

a greenhouse

What does it feel like in a

greenhouse?

My dog loves squitrels. Every time she sees a

squirrel, she runs after it. What is she doing? to chase What clse do dogs chase?

It is Halloween, and she is dressed as a What other costumes can you
princess. What are her clothes called? a costume think of?

My car breaks down, so I take it to the shop to o tepair When do you get your car

get fixed. What will they do to my car?

repaired?




Grammar Presentation

Target Language In Context

Hand out story.
Take a couple minutes to read this story about living on a farm as a child.

When | was a child| helg%ed my family on our farm every surmer. I loved the farm. It was covered in trees,
and many animals lived there. % the soil, wate3redthe plants, andplan%i seeds.I folded boxes and
labeled them with the names of the plants. I packed plants into boxes to be delivered to the store. Once a week I
pushed a cart of dirty pots to the old bathtub to be washed. On days when it rained, we worked inside. We
repairedthe broken tools in the shed.

Sometimes we played all day! | chasedthe dogs around the bushesd. painted pictures of the trees and
mountains. I dressed up in costumes and performed songs. I talked with my parents and we laughed together. We
rented movies and watched them on a big TV. We splashed in the pool and then relaxed in the sun. I explored the
stream and | tried to catch frogs.

7

| did not want summer to end.By the end of the summer I eatned one hundred dollars, which I saved in my
8
bank account. I enjoyed my summers at the farm.



Function

Let 06s | o0 o0®ouldasdmeopehesdars e 1.
When | was a child, Ihelped my family on our farm every summer.

What is the action? (to help)

When did the action happen? (In the past)

Is the action still happening? (No)

Does anyone know what we call this tense? (simple past)
Can anyone give a definition?

Write definition on baatdins that happened and were completed.
Form

Look at #1. What is the base form of the verb? (help)

#1: I helped my family.
+ | subject + base form verb ded/d/ied #06: 1 chased the dogs.
#7: 1 tried to catch frogs.

- | subject + did not + bfv #8: I did not want summer to end.

Write oDid you help your family?d6 on board.

? | Did + subject + bfv Did you help your family?




Phonology

SaylLook at the second bold sentence. Can someone read it for me?

(ol watered the plants, mixed the soil, and pl an
oMi xeddé, owateredd and oplantedod all end in ED,
Letds | ook at how we say each word.
Write Omixedo6, owateredd and oplantedd on board.
Say each word one at a timehAslo you hear for the last sound?
Thenfillintoprowwithé, oDO6 and 01 do.
Then add next row (other rows are just for reference, do not put on board).
Then say:
Now, take your right hand, and hold your fingers to your throat.
Say omixo. X X X.
Then say owatero. R R R
When you can feel your fingers shaking- that is a voiced sound.
If your fingers do not shake, it in unvoiced
X is unvoiced, R is voiced.
If the last sound in the base form is unvoiced, the past tense sounds like a T at the end.
Write oUnvoicedo in table.
If the last sound in the base form is voiced, the past tense sounds like a D at the end.
Write oOoVoicedo in table.
If the last sound in the base form is a T or D, the past tense sounds like an Id at the end.
Write oOT or DO in table.
T D 1d
Last sound in base form is Last sound in base form is tord
UNVOICED, VOICED,
made in mouth made in throat
p, k, s, ch, sh, f, x, h vowels, |, v, n,m, r, b, v, g, w, y, z
mixed watered planted
helped loved folded
packed covered flooded
pushed lived painted
washed labeled rented
worked delivered wanted
chased rained
dressed repaired
talked damaged
laughed played
watched performed
splashed explored
relaxed tried
earned
saved
enjoyed

b



Grammar Controlled Practice 1: Find the Words, Sound and Spell

Individuallyfind five words in the text for each ending sound, T, D and Id.

For example:
Point to word in text.

~+

Ohel pedd has a T sound at the end, so | p
6l ovedd has a D sound, so | put it on the
O0plantedd has a ED sound, s I ut 1t on
Say the word out-loud to choose.
Go over answers.
T D Id
mixed watered planted
helped loved folded

>oQg -

_o_.
mo =

o«Q

® O



Grammar Controlled Practice 2: Change to Past Tense

IndividuallZhoose the right base form verb from the top of the page and then fill in the past tense word.

hate try laugh type walk cry fill
1. 1 filled up the gas tank last night.

2. Yesterday, I tried to sing a new song.

3.1 typed my resume on a computer.

4. Lastyear,I walked to school every day.
5. When I hurt my ankle, I cr1-ed

hated . )
0. 1 math when I was in school because I was bad at it.

7. My friend told a joke, so I laughed




Free Practice 1

Put base form words in a bag.

SayNow, choose a word and ask your partner if they did this in their childhood.
Draw a word and use it in example ingtdadof e d 6 .

For example, my wordis 0 P | a {le Ba@ verb formisO Pl ay 0 .

I would ask my partner, 0 D i d play if the snow?0

Then my partner would answer, 0 Ye pl ayed i n the snow when
or0O No, | pladihthesnowot Ther e was no snow where

Then my partner would choose a word and ask me.

Then go around the room and let each person ciomserhaoredied.

Free Practice 2

wa s a

ved.

Show picture of an adult.

What do you think he did as a child?

I will discuss this with my partner.

For example, I think he studied how to fight. I think he had a hard childhood.
But my partner might think he loves to fight and had nice parents.

What do you think?

In pairs, talk about what the person in the picture did as a child.

Extension: Word Find

Give each pair a copy of the word find, and say:
In this puzzle there are many past tense 8ed words.
There is a list at the bottom of the words.

For exampl e, | see the word oObelievedo,
The pair to find the most words, wins!

Wrap-Up

S

o

What did you like best about summer when you were a child?

Solicit Feedback
If there is any confusion, clarify.
Thank you for sharing.

6



Courseboook Lesson

Level: Low Advanced

Theme: Celebrations

Class GoalSpeaking and Listening

Warm-Up

Show maypole picture.

My favorite celebration is the first day of spring, called Beltane, where people dress up in old style clothes and dance
around a maypole.

What is your favorite celebration?

PART 3: FOCUSED LISTENING AND SPEAKING

Activity 1-1: Prelistening Discussiorp. 174

In every community, people celebrate important events in their lives.

As an example, every community celebrates the birth of a baby, and every community has some kind of ceremony
when a person dies.

Now we are going to do an activity.
Hand out packet.

In the spaces, make a list of important life events, from childhood to old age, that are celebrated in your
community.

For example:

Il n the United States, girls have a special party
would write o0Sweet 166 on the I ine.
Monitor.

What celebrations did you think of?

Get 2 or 3 examples.



Activity 1-2: Prelistening Discussionp. 174
Now, we will work in small groups.

Assign groups.

Describe the life events that you and your family have already experienced.
What happened? What did people wear? What did you eat? How did you feel at this event?

For example: Show rainbow picture

My family has some Native American Indian traditions. When I was 13, my family and friends gave me a new

mi ddl e name to show that | was a teenager. The n
these bracelets. I walked under a flower bridge that my friends and family made.

So I would talk about this day with my partner.
Monitor.

Activity 3-1: Prelistening Discussionp. 174

With your partner, discuss which events do you think are similar in different communities? Which ones are
different?

For example:
My naming ceremony, from Native American Indian culture, is like a Catholic baptism, because a person gets a new
name in both events.

Activity 3-2: Using Context Cluesp. 174

Now we are going to listen to five short conversations.

After each one, there will be a question.

I will pause the recording so you can circle the letter of the best answer, here.

Point to multiple choices.

Then write the words that helped you choose your answer, here.

Point to Clues boxes.

Then I will start the recording again so you can hear the correct answer in the next part of the conversation.

For instance, i f | thought the answer to the que
Then I would write the words I heard that made me think of birthdayike cakend candlesd old

Play &, theni, then-2, then, then-8, thenB, then-d, thend, then-&, then-b.
Go through questions, including KEY WORDS.

Activity 1: Talk It Overp. 175

Look at the photo of a traditional American wedding party.
The word opartyo in this case means a group of p

Letds read the descriptions of the members of a
Choose student to read, then conttabkearound

Now, write the title of each person in the spaces provided.

For exampl e, Il think the groom is this man. The



Monitor.

Check your answers with your partner.

Activity 2: Talk It Over p. 175

In small groups, discuss weddings.

Talk about the members of a wedding party in your community.

If you are married, describe your wedding.

If you want to get married in the future, describe the kind of wedding you would like to have.

For example, I would like to have a wedding on the beach with a jazz band. But someone in my group is already
married, so she will describe the wedding she had.

Monitor.
What did the weddings have in common?

Activity 3: 7alk It Overp. 176

Ask someone.to read oO0OTodayeéeo

With a partner, you are going to create this role-play between Carol and David.

I am going to give you a minute to think of what you would say, then I am going to ask for a volunteer pair to act it
out for the class.

If you are Carol, you have bad news to tell David, so use the phrases on the left for expressingl news.

If you are David, you are going to hear bad news from Carol, so use the phrases on the right for reacting bad
news.

Monitor.

Who would like to act it out for the class?

PART 4:LISTENI NG AND SPEAKING IN THE REAL WORLD

Activity 1: Planning a Birthday Partyp. 176

In your small group, you are going to plan a birthday party for a friend.
Make a list of things you would need to do to get ready for the party.

For example, someone needs to hire a DJ, so I would write that down.
Monitor.

(no feedback b/c of next activity)

Activity 2: Listening for Main ldeasp. 177

Now we are going to listen to a conversation.

Mingds friends are planning a surprise birthday

What do they need to prepare? And what did you write on your list?
What are t hemponpobrdstni ng thatods
You can write things down if you want to.



Play €.mp3

Activity 3: 7aking Notes on Specific Informationp. 177

We are going to listen again.

What is each person going to prepare for the party?

Write each job next to the name of the person who agrees to do it.

For exampl e, |l remember that Peter is going to i
Play 3.mp3
Monitor.

What did you get for Jennifer?
Etc.

Activity 4: Wh at 6 s pwdifon g ?
Working in small groups, take turns explaining what is wrong with each of these drawings.
For example, Americans dondét put pumpkins wunder

Monitor.
What did you find?

Extension: Create d.ife Event Celebration

Now you and your partner are going to create a life event celebration together.
You are going to choose a page.

On the top of that page is a life event.

For example, this one is OA man quits his jobbo.
You are your partner are going to imagine what is important about this event and how to celebrate it.

I imagine that a man quitting his job is important because it gives him freedom, so I would want my celebration to
be about freedom. What is free? Maybe I would have birds be part of it because they mean freedom to me.

Fill out the boxes with your ideas.
Solicit Feedback

Wrap-Up

It is your birthday. Do you like to organize your own party, or have someone organize it for you?

Solicit Feedback
If there is any confusion, clarify.
Thank you for sharing.

Homework: Word Find

In this puzzle there are many celebrations.

There is a list at the bottom of the words.

For exampl e, | see the words olndependence Dayo,
Hand out Word Find.




Integrated Lesson

Level: Low Intermediate

Grammar Point: Comparatives and Supetlatives
Theme: Music

Warm-Up

Today we are going to talk about music. I enjoy both new and old music.
Do you enjoy new or old music more? Why?

Preview

In this image, you see many different kinds of musical instruments.
With a partner, circle the ones you like and tell your partner why.

For example, I like the piano, because it is like many instruments in one.
But my partner likes the flute, because it sounds like someone is singing.

Hand out instrument picture to each pair.

{musical instruments §

eloctric gultar ocowstic geltar

HERNEEEE S

Is there an instrument you like that is not on this paper?



Vocabulary

Method/Cue Word Comprehension Check
What do you call
someone who plays this
| instrument? Who is a famous pianist?
A pianist Horavitz, Hoffman, Cortot, Mo

Chopin, Liszt

A man is trying t
writing poetry, singing love songs, having a
candlelight dinner. How do we describe
these things?

Romantic (adj)

What other activities are
romantic?

My friend has very strong feelings and
powerful emotions. What kind of person is
she?

Passionate (adj)

Who is a famous passionate
person?

There are many musicians writing music
today. How can we describe their modern
music?

Contemporary (adj)

What are some contemporary
types of music? Rock, metal

In this picture, a man is jumping quickly to
not get hit. Is he clumsy? NO.How can we
describe him?

Agile (adj)

What kinds of things to agile
people do well?

A man goes on a long journey, where he
wins many battles and learns a lot about
himself. His story is very impressive. How
can we describe his journey?

Epic (adj)

What other things can be epic?

My friend goes to college and lives in
shared housing with other students. What
is her housing called?

A dormitory

What is life like in a dormitory?

If a soldier does a great job in a war, he is
given a medal to honor his service. How
can we describe this soldier with a medal?

Decorated (adj)

What else can people be
decorated for? Olympics, Acade
Awards

My friend is sad, and thinks life is too
painful. How is he feeling?

Depressed (adj)

What helps depressed people?




When I go to my doctor, she tells me what What would look for to diagnose
is wrong with me. How do you describe Diaenosed (ad: me with the flu?
someone who has been told they have a gnosed (adj)

disease? Runny nose, cough, fever
A writer dedicated a book to his respected What else can be a tribute?
friend who had died. What kind of book is A Tribute
this? Statue, music

Prediction

Show picture of Rachmaninov.

Who is this? What is he famous for? What do you know about his life?

Target Language In Context

Hand out story (without color coding, with underlines and numbers).
We are going to read this short biography about a famous composer and pianist, Sergei Rachmaninov.

Focus Question

While you are reading, look for the answer to this question.
Write on board, then ask student to read.
What is the statue of Rachmaninov called?
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Sergel Rachmaninov

was a Russian-American composer and pianist. He was one of the finest pianists of his
day. As a composer, he was the last example of the Late Romantic period in classical
music. The Late Romantic period was wilder than any previous type of music.

Rachmani n o vd:spasiuas iha othiradhtemporary composers.

Rachmaninov was also taller than most people, and his hands were bigger. His

3

hands were able to reach thejongest distance on the piano keyboard, and so he wrote piano music that only a
few others could play. Some of his music needed four smaller hands to reach all the notes, so two people had to
play together! Also, his music was faster and more agile because he could move quicker than other pianists.

5
Many people thought that his skill playing the piano was the most important, but others felt that the pieces of

music he wrote were the most impressive. Even in his earliest works, he had a gift for epic storytelling through

the instruments in the orchestra.

Rachmaninov was born in Semyonovo, Russia into a noble family. When he was a child, his mother taught
him piano, but he soon became more advanced than she was. He then moved to Moscow to study with a more
well-known tutor. In his teenage years, his teachers described his as the laziest student they knew. He failed most of
his classes because he stayed in his dormitory to compose and practice piano until he could play the hardest pieces
he could find. He became one of the most decorated young composers of his day. Tchaikovsky, the most famous
Russian composer at the end of the 1800s, noticed him and they became close friends. When Tchaikovsky died,
Rachmaninov became more depressed than he had ever been. The saddest pieces he wrote were about the grief he
felt after losing his friend.

After a series of successful compositions, he became famous enough to travel more widely. This was the
most exciting time of his life. In 1909 he toured the United States for the first time, and he became one of the more
popular musicians known in America. When the Russian Revolution began in 1917, his life changed quicker than he
could abcept, so he left Russia and eventually settled in America. During the next 30 years, he toured as a pianist
more often than he had in his youth, which meant that this was

the least productive time for composing new works. When he built a summer home in Switzerland that was more

similar to his old home in Russia, he began to compose once again. During this time, he composed some of his
most famous works.
Rachmaninov fell ill during a concert tour in1942 and was later diagnosed with an advanced skin cancer. His

family was told, but they decided that it would be better if Rachmaninov did not know how sick he was. He died six

weeks later after giving thebessc oncert of his career. A statue cal

Knoxville is a permanent tribute to his life.



Answer Focus Question

Who has the answer to our question?
0The Last Concertod
Do you agree?

Controlled Practice 1

Please answer these questions with short answers. For example, #1:

1. What two musical skills did Rachmaninov have? Composer and pianist
2. What quality did the music of the Late Romantic Petiod have? More passion
3. How did his size affect his music? Bigger hands = more notes
4. What kind of student was he? Lazy
5. Who was his best friend? Tchaikovsky
6. Why did he leave Russia? Russian Revolution
7. What countries, other than Russia, did he live in? America, Switzerland
8. What was Rachmaninov sick with? Skin cancer
Get feedback.

Controlled Practice 2

These next questions are true or false. For example, #1:

1. Rachmaninov was the best pianist that ever lived. Falseh e  was on |l
2. He moved slower than other pianists. False.
3. He came from a poor family. False.
4. He skipped class to write music and practice piano. True.
5. He was never popular in America. False.
6. He was very productive when he toured in America. False.
7. He composed his most famous works while in Russia. False.
8. His family told him he was sick. False.
Get feedback.
Grammar

Function of Comparative Adjectives

Let 0s | o o0®ouldasdmeopehesdars e 1.
The Late Romantic period was wilder than any previous type of music.

y

t

he

f

nest

C



Wh a t i s the base fwild m of t he word owilder 6°7?

What i s the wdescribingowi | dé6 doing?

What kind of word describes? Adjective

Now | etds find out what kind of adjective this i
What is different between saying 0The Late Romant
Why does it mention d&camparisopr evi ous type of musico
What is it comparing? Nouns

Thatdos right. Thi dNrteenbeardc ompar ati ve adjective.

Can anyone give a definition?

Write definition on b@ardribe a comparison between two people, places or things.
Form of Comparative Adjectives

Comparative Adjectives with-er

Look at #1.
noun + is/was + adj Ger + than + noun
Look at #3.
his hands were bigger.
Bigger than what? Most peogdlef t he comparison is clear you do not

Comparative Adjectives withvmore
Look at #2. This is a comparative adjective in a different form.
Rachmani n o v pasmuas ih otheradhtemporary composers.

noun + is/was + more + adj + noun

What is the difference between these two adjectives: wildefind passionate
Count the number of syllables.
Write on board as examples as each is taught.

If the adjective has one syllable, and Oer. wilder
If the adjective has two syllables that end in @y, change the y to i and add Ber. easier
If the adjective has two or more syllables, use MmOr@éefore the adjective. more exciting

Now | etds go back and | ook at a few other exampl



Function of Superlative Adjecties

Let 06s | o0 o0®ouldasdmeopehesdars e 4 .
His hands were able to reach the longest distance on the piano keyboard

What is dif f e rH&hatdswereablewere@ch theSoacystd N g Hidhands were able to reach
longer than® ?

Is there anyone who can reach farther than he can? NO

So how many people are we comparing? More than two

Does anyone know what a comparison of three or more is called? Superlativrite on board.
Can anyone give a definition?

Write definition on b@ardribe a comparison between three or more people, places or things.
Form of Superlative Adjectives

Superlative Adjectives with-est
What comes first? Get order of form.
His hands were able to reach the longest distance on the piano keyboard

noun + is/was + adj Qest + noun

Superlative Adjectives withthe most
Look at #5.
Many people thought that his skill playing the piano was the most important

noun + is/was + the most + adj + noun

What do you not i ces tad owdr swhembeéroflspas mes et @7

I f the adjecti vt haansd otnhee seynldlianbgl ec,h auntigedongest

If the adjective has one syllable, and endsing  utlsde aond gstu st add the strangest

If the adjective has one syllable, and ends in consonant, vowehaanso

usthé 0 doubl e the ldastst consonant and ¢dlhbttest

If the adjective has two syllables thatendin 8y , & eam®d change

the y to i and add Oest. the scariest

I f the adjective hdhemotddfortte idiecctiio r € s y | tharostéastasticu s e

You can also use this with leastike in #6.

And finally, there are irregular comparative/supetlatives, like in #7.

Adjective Comparative Superlative
Good Better Best
Bad Wortse Worst
Phonology

None.



Grammar Controlled Practice 1

In pairs, read the text again and draw a circle around all the comparative adjectives, and draw a box around all of the
superlative adjectives.

For exampl e, OHe was one of the finest pianists
0The ishswmesttlbati ve, so | would draw a box around
But in ORachmaninovds mosmoc e wsan@thpogivc, € @ woeld dendaicigcld i n
around that.

Get feedback.

Grammar Controlled Practice 2

Fill out this table by making the correct form for each row.

For example, in row #1 | am given othe silliesto
is osillieréo.
Adjective Comparative Adjective Superlative Adjective
silly sillier the silliest

more interesting

the most amazing
warmest

beautiful

cheaper

smart

greatest

Get feedback.

Critical Thinking

In pairs, please choose three questions from this sheet and talk about them with your partner. For example, #2:

1. Howdoyouthinkgrowi ng up in a noble family affected Ra
Rachmaninov wrote very passionate music. Do you think that passion is the most important quality of

music? | think so, because | like to use music to feel emotions, but my partnequeaig thiodt tingh detzm.
Why do you think he wanted to leave Russia during the Russian Revolution?

Why do you think Rachmaninovds family did not
Do you think having a difficult life makes someone write better music?

Rachmaninov wrote music that was fast, loud and emotionally moving. Do you think that teenagers today
would like his music?

N
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Free Practice

StepXal l out some adjectives, and | wil |l Gstraboutd0 t h e
suggestions, and write on board. Use pictures in protector sleeves.

Now, in pairs, look at these pictures of musicians and use the adjectives in their comparative and superlative forms
to talk about the differences between the musicians.

For exampl e, on the board we have 01 ong telongesthak i n g
but that t hilosgermhamhdin &8s maanidors . i s

Give 4 pictures to each pair.

Extension

Now get in groups of four. It is your turn to create a band! You can get creativel Answer these questions about your
band, and use comparative and superlative adjectives as much as you can.

For example, I know I want to be the best at singing, so I will be the singer. But she is more talented on guitar than

he is, so she will play guitar. We will <call our

How many people?
What instrument does each member play?
What genre music?
What style?
What will your band wear?
What are your songs about?
Where will your band do shows?
How will you make your shows fun?

Who are your fans?

What is the name of your band?

Wrap-Up

If you could meet any musician, dead or alive, who would it be?

Solicit Feedback
If there is any confusion, clarify.
Thank you for sharing.



